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THE FARTHER REACHES OF HUMAN NATURE !

Abraham H. Maslow
Brandeis University

It is increasingly clear that a philosophical revolution is
underway. A comprehensive svstem is swiftly developing like
a fruit tree beginning to bear fruit on every branch at the
same time. Every field of science and human endeavor is
being affected.

While T will be considering some facets of this revolution
as it is affecting psychology, the fundamental finding is
the simultaneous development in other fields as well. This
new Zeitgeist of humanistic reorieptation is affecting social

institutions, work, leisure, education, as well as the areas of
____erience _nhilacanhy_and relision. In_all these areas similar

work is being done by persons who gre unknown to each
other yet are linked by a common core of belief and in-
tention.

It can be termed the Humanistic Revolution, the turn back

to human needs. It is the new center of concern and the

growing center of human knowledge. It is a centering of

knowledge, of epistemology, of metaphysics, of science, and

of all human concerns with human needs and with human

experience. While this may sound obvious, it is in fact a new 4 new
departure from the prevailing German intellectual style of departure
Kant and Hegel and Leibnitz. Their procedures of moving

from the abstract and the a priori towards general solutions



transcendence
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VARIOUS MEANINGS OF TRANSCENDENCE'

Abraham H. Maslow
Brandeis University

1. Transcendence in the sense of loss of self-conscious-
ness. of self-awarenessand of self-observingof the adolescent
depersonalization type. It is the same kind of self-forgetful-
ness which comes from getting absorbed. fascinated. con-
centrated. In this sense, meditation or concentration On
something outside one's own psyche can produce self-forget-

fulness and therefore loss of self-consciousnessd in this
particular sense of transcendence of the ego or of the con-
scious self.

2. Transcendence in the metapsychological sense of tran-
scending one's own skin and body and bloodstream, as in
identification with the Bvslues so that they become intrinsic
to the Selfitself (See Maslow. 1967 for more detail).

3. Transcendence of time. For example, my experience of
being bored in an academic procession and feeling slightly
ridiculous in cap and gown, and suddenly slipping over into
being a symbol under the aspect of eternity rather than just
a bored and irritated individual in the moment and in the
specific place. My vision or imagining was that the academic
procession stretched way. way out into the future. far, far
away. further than I could see.and it had Socratesat its head.
and the implication was. I suppose. that many of the people
far ahead had been there and in previous generations. and
that I was a successor and a follower of all the great aca-
demics and professorsand intellectuals. Then the vision was
also of the procession stretching owt behind me into a dim.
hazy infinity where there were people not yet born who
would join the academic procession. the procession of
scholars, of mtellectuals.of scientistsand philosophers. And
I thrilled at being in such a procession and felt the great
dignity of it. of MYy robes, and even of myself as a person
who belonged in this procession. That 75, I became a symbol:

r Printed by arrangement with Beacon Press: Copyright @ 1969
BeaconPress.
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